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SUBJECT: WINDSCALE AND REPROCESSING OE NUCLEAR FUEL 

REE: LONDON 3660 

1 . THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THE EXPANSION OF THE 
BRITISH NUCLEAR EUELS LTD (BNFL) REPROCESSING FACILITIES 
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AT WINDSCALE WILL TAKE PLACE DURING THE WEEK BEFORE 
EASTER, POSSIBLY ON MARCH 22. ON THAT DATE, THE DEBATE 
WILL EOCUS ON THE PLANNING INQUIRY REPORT (REETEL) AND 
NO PARLIAMENTARY VOTE WILL TAKE PLACE. ENVIRONMENT 
SECRETARY SHORE WILL SOON THEREAETER, POSSIBLY BY MARCH 
30, TABLE A SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT ORDER (SDO) WHICH WOULD 
LEGALIZE THE EXPANSION. UNDER THIS SPECIAL PROCEDURE, 
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PARLIAMENT WILL THEN HAVE 40 DAYS IN WHICH TO DECIDE 
WHETHER IT WISHES TO DEBATE AND VOTE ON THE SDO. 
OBSERVERS HERE BELIEVE SUCH A DEBATE AND VOTE WILL 
OCCUR. THE PROCEDURE LIMITS PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION 
TO THE ENTIRETY OE THE SDO. THUS, VOTING IS CONEINED 
TO THE PROPOSAL AS A WHOLE AND NOT TO ITS DETAILS. IE 
THE RESULTING VOTE APPROVES THE PROJECT (SEEN AS LIKELY), 
THE EIRBL HMG APPROVAL TO BNEL WOULD BE EEEECTIVE ON 
10 MAY. COMMENT: EMBOEFS VISITED BNEL THIS WEEK, AND 
OEFICIALS THERE CLEARLY EXPECT TO BREAK GROUND AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE AETER EINAL APPROVAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED. 
INTERESTINGLY, FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN AND NOT ENERGY 
SECRETARY BENN WILL MAKE THE WIND-UP SPEECH EOR THE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE INITIAL DEBATE. THIS SUGGESTS THAT 
HMG SEES THE INTERNATIONAL NON-PROLIFERATION ISSUE AS A 
KEY TO THE PARLIAMENTARY DECISION. 

2. THE EXPANSION INVOLVES THE ADDITION OE AN ENTIRELY 
NEW UNIT, THORP I. EFEECTIVE CAPACITY OF THIS 1,200 
METRIC TON PER YEAR THERMAL OXIDE REPROCESSING PLANT, 
BASED ON ESTIMATED 50 PERCENT DOWN TIME, IS 600 MT. OE 
THIS, 300 MT IS CURRENTLY COMMITTED EOR U.K. OXIDE EUEL 
AND 300 MT IS RESERVED FOR FOREIGN CONTRACTS. THE PLANT 
WOULD BE EXPECTED TO BEGIN OPERATING IN 1987 AND BE ON 
FULL STREAM IN 1989. COOLING POND EXPANSIONS EOR 
STORAGE OE SPENT EUEL WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN MUCH EARLIER, 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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WITH MUCH OF THAT CAPACITV COMOLETED BV 1984. SINCE 
THE QU ANTITV OF OXIDE FUEL EXPECTED TO BE AVAILABLE 
EOR REOROCESSING BV 1989 MAV TAX THE 300 MT CAOACITV 
ALLOTTED TO U.K. EUEL, SOME NEED EOR FURTHER CAOACITV 
IN THE FORM OF A THORP II AT WINDSCALE MAV BE EELT SOON 
AND IS REGARDED AS INEVITABLE IN THE LONNER TERM. BREWSTE 
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